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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and system for resolving handover in the presence
of coverage area identifier conflict is disclosed. In a market
area in which an LTE RAN and CDMA RAN operate, a base
station receives a PCI that indicates a particular one of the
LTE coverage areas detected by a mobile terminal. The base
station determines that at least two of the LTE coverage areas
have the particular PCI. Thereafter, the base station deter-
mines which one of the LTE coverage areas is the particular
LTE coverage area that was indicated by the particular PCI
based at least in part on a particular PN offset that indicates a
particular CDMA coverage area of the CDMA RAN. The
base station then arranges for handover to the particular LTE
coverage area.

18 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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BASE STATION RECEIVES
(1) A SPECIFICATION OF A PARTICULAR ONE OF THE IDENTIFIERS
OF THE FIRST TYPE AS AN INDICATION OF A PARTICULAR ONE
OF THE FIRST COVERAGE AREAS DETECTED BY THE MOBILE
TERMINAL AND N
(I1) A SPECIFICATION OF A PARTICULAR ONE OF THE IDENTIFIERS 300
OF THE SECOND TYPE AS AN INDICATION OF A PARTICULAR ONE
OF THE SECOND COVERAGE AREAS DETECTED BY THE WCD

l

BASE STATION DETERMINES WHICH ONE OF THE FIRST

COVERAGE AREAS IS THE PARTICULAR FIRST COVERAGE AREA

THAT WAS INDICATED BY THE PARTICULAR IDENTIFIER OF THE [
FIRST TYPE 302

l

BASE STATION SERVES THE MOBILE TERMINAL

304
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RESOLVING HANDOVER IN PRESENCE OF
COVERAGE AREA IDENTIFIER CONFLICT

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materials described
in this section are not prior art to the claims and are not
admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this section.

From time to time, a wireless service provider may build-
out a new radio access network (RAN). A new RAN may
allow the wireless service provider to provide wireless ser-
vice in a new market area. Or, the new RAN may allow the
wireless service provider to take advantage of a new radio
access technology in a market area with an established RAN.
For example, a wireless service provider may build out an
LTE (Long-Term Evolution) RAN alongside an established
CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access) RAN to take advan-
tage of LTE technology.

Build-out of a RAN may involve installation of base sta-
tions at various cell sites within a market area. Each base
station may be configured to radiate and thereby define one or
more coverage areas in which to serve mobile terminals
according to a radio access technology. Further, each base
station may be coupled with network infrastructure that pro-
vides connectivity with one or more transport networks, such
as the public switched telephone network (PSTN) and/or the
Internet for instance. With this arrangement, a mobile termi-
nal within coverage of the RAN may engage in air interface
communication with a base station and may thereby commu-
nicate via the base station with various remote network enti-
ties or with other mobile terminals served by the base station
or by other base stations.

As each new base station is added to the RAN, an identifier
is assigned to each coverage area provided by the RAN to
differentiate the respective coverage area from other coverage
areas within the RAN. In operation, a base station may pro-
vide the assigned identifiers of its coverage areas to nearby
mobile terminals and base stations within range of air-inter-
face communication by broadcasting its assigned identifiers
over an air-interface. Upon receiving a broadcasted identifier,
nearby mobile terminals may reference the broadcasted iden-
tifier in an attachment or handover request. Other operations
are possible as well.

Typically, each radio access technology has an identifier of
a different type. For example, CDMA has one type of iden-
tifier known as a pseudo-noise (PN) offset while LTE has a
different type of identifier known as a Physical Cell ID (PCI).
Moreover, each type generally has a limited number of unique
identifiers available. For example, there are 512 unique PN
offsets to identify assign to coverage areas ina CDMA RAN.
Inpractice, it is common to re-use identifiers within the RAN
because of the limited number of unique identifiers available.

Operations such as attachment and handover may be dis-
rupted by an issue known as identifier conflict. Identifier
conflict may occur when two or more coverage areas are
assigned the same identifier. Assigning the same identifier to
coverage areas creates ambiguity among the coverage areas
that may cause confusion within the RAN. For example,
when a mobile terminal requests handover to a target cover-
age area that is involved in an identifier conflict, the identifier
of the target coverage area represents two or more possible
target coverage areas. Since the two or more possible target
coverage areas have the same identifier, a base station receiv-
ing the handover request may not be able determine which of
the two or more possible target coverage areas is the target
coverage area and may thereby be unable to successfully
resolve the handover.

20

25

40

45

50

55

2

In practice, assigning identifiers to coverage areas in a
manner that geographically isolates coverage areas having
the same identifier from one another avoids identifier conflict.
However, due to human and computer error in assigning
identifiers, identifier conflict remains a recurring problem.
Generally, wireless service providers attempt to minimize the
occurrence of these issues because an identifier conflict may
cause a user to experience dropped calls and other disadvan-
tages.

OVERVIEW

A technique to resolve handover of a mobile terminal in the
presence of identifier conflict is desirable. Such a technique
has the potential to reduce the number of dropped calls and
other issues caused by identifier conflict. As noted above,
identifier conflict creates ambiguity between two or more
coverage areas of a RAN. Accordingly, resolving handover
may depend upon disambiguating between two or more pos-
sible coverage areas to identify a particular coverage area as
the target coverage area. One technique for disambiguating is
to identify the target coverage area using a global identifier
that can uniquely identify a coverage area across the entire
world. For example, LTE has a global identifier known as a
enhance cell global identity (ECGI). An ECGI of an LTE
coverage area uniquely identifies the LTE coverage area
among all LTE coverage areas in the whole world. However,
identification using global identifiers involves significant
communications overhead and other disadvantages.

Disclosed herein is a method and system to arrange for
handover of a mobile terminal to a coverage area in a first
RAN using an identifier of a type associated with a second
RAN. The method and system is particularly useful to resolve
handover where identifier conflict exists. Specifically, when
identifier conflict creates ambiguity between two or more first
coverage areas, the first RAN may disambiguate between two
or more first coverage areas by using an identifier of a type
associated with a second RAN. Once the ambiguity is
removed, the first RAN may resolve the handover. In addition
to handover, the disclosed method and system can apply in
other scenarios as well. For example, this method and system
may assist in attachment of a mobile terminal to a coverage
area that has a conflicting identifier.

In practice, a wireless service provider may operate more
than one RAN in a given market area. As noted above, when
a new radio access technology becomes available, a wireless
service provider may build a new RAN alongside of one or
more established RANSs to take advantage of the new radio
access technology. To reduce infrastructure costs associated
with the new RAN, the new RAN may utilize the infrastruc-
ture of the original RAN. For example, base stations of the
new RAN may be co-located with base stations of the original
RAN at the same cell sites.

In accordance with the disclosure, a market area may
include a first RAN and a second RAN, where the first RAN
has first base stations that radiate to provide first coverage
areas and the second RAN has second base stations that
radiate to provide second coverage areas. Each first coverage
area of the first RAN may have an identifier of a first type and
each second coverage area of the second RAN may have an
identifier of a second type.

Within the above arrangement, the first RAN may provide
wireless service to a mobile terminal. While receiving ser-
vice, the mobile terminal may detect nearby first coverage
areas of the first RAN. Further, from time to time, the mobile
terminal may send, to a base station, a handover request that
indicates a target coverage area detected by the mobile termi-
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nal. The handover request may specify the target coverage
area using a particular identifier. The handover request may
also specify additional detected first coverage areas by their
respective identifiers. Upon receiving the handover request
specifying the particular identifier, the base station may ref-
erence a neighbor list of nearby first coverage areas in range
of air-interface communication. Generally, the base station
may find a particular coverage area having a matching iden-
tifier to the particular identifier in the handover request and
then orchestrate handover to the particular coverage area (i.e.
the target coverage area).

Occasionally, however, the handover request may specify a
target coverage area via a particular identifier that indicates
two or more possible coverage areas of the first RAN because
of identifier conflict. In such a circumstance, upon receiving
the handover request, the first RAN may detect the identifier
conflict by determining that at least two of the first coverage
areas have the particular one of the identifiers of the first type.
Inresponse, the first RAN may request the mobile terminal to
detect second coverage areas within the second RAN and
send to the first RAN a particular identifier of the second type
to indicate a particular second coverage area detected by the
mobile terminal.

Upon receiving the requested particular identifier of the
second type, the first RAN may use the received identifier of
the second type to disambiguate between the two or more
possible coverage areas of the first RAN indicated by the
particular identifier. For instance, the first RAN may maintain
correlation data that maps first coverage areas to identifiers of
second coverage areas, with each mapping possibly being
based upon co-location of a first coverage area with a respec-
tive second coverage area at a cell site. Using such correlation
data, the first RAN may determine which first coverage area
is mapped to the received identifier and thereby determine
which first coverage area is the target coverage area. Since
there is no longer ambiguity between the two or more possible
coverage areas because the target coverage area is known, the
first RAN may then arrange to handover the mobile terminal
to the target coverage area.

Accordingly, in one respect, disclosed is a method operable
by a base station in a system including a first RAN and a
second RAN. The first RAN has first base stations that radiate
to provide first coverage areas and each first coverage area of
the first RAN has an identifier of a first type. The second RAN
has second base stations that radiate to provide second cov-
erage areas and each second coverage area of the second RAN
has an identifier of the second type that is different from the
first type. By way of example, the first RAN may be an LTE
RAN, the identifiers of the first type may be a PCI, the second
RAN may bea CDMA RAN, and the identifiers of the second
type may be PN offsets.

The method may involve receiving into a particular one of
the first base stations of the first RAN, wirelessly from a
mobile terminal, (i) a handover request that specifies a par-
ticular one of the identifiers of the first type as an indication of
a particular one of the first coverage arecas detected by the
mobile terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular one of
the identifiers of the second type as an indication of a particu-
lar one of the second coverage areas detected by the mobile
terminal. Based at least in part on the received specification of
the particular identifier of the second type, the method may
further involve determining by the particular first base station
which one of the first coverage areas is the particular first
coverage area that was indicated by the particular identifier of
the first type in the handover request. Based on the determin-
ing, the method may then involve arranging for handover of
the mobile terminal to the determined coverage area.
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In another respect, disclosed is a method operable in a
system comprising a first radio access network (RAN) and a
second RAN. The first RAN has first base stations that radiate
to provide first coverage areas and each first coverage area of
the first RAN has an identifier of a first type. Whereas, the
second RAN has second base stations that radiate to provide
second coverage areas and each second coverage area of the
second RAN has an identifier of the second type that is dif-
ferent from the first type.

The method may involve receiving into a particular one of
the first base stations of the first RAN (i) a specification of a
particular one of the identifiers of the first type as an indica-
tion of a particular one of the first coverage areas detected by
amobile terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular one of
the identifiers of the second type as an indication of a particu-
lar one of the second coverage areas detected by the mobile
terminal. The method may further involve determining that at
least two of the first coverage areas have the particular one of
the identifiers of the first type. In response to determining that
at least two of the first coverage areas have the particular one
of the identifiers of the first type, the method may further
involve determining which one of the first coverage areas is
the particular first coverage area that was indicated by the
particular identifier of the first type, where determining which
one of the first coverage areas is the particular first coverage
areais based at least in part on the received specification of the
particular identifier of the second type. The method may
further involve serving the mobile terminal based on the
determining which one of the first coverage areas is the par-
ticular first coverage area that was indicated by the particular
identifier of the first type.

And still in another respect, disclosed is an eNodeB of an
LTE RAN operable in a system including a LTE RAN and a
CDMA RAN. The LTE RAN has evolved Node Bs (eNodeB)
that radiate to provide LTE coverage areas, where each LTE
coverage area of the LTE RAN is identified by a PCI. The
CDMA RAN has base stations that radiate to provide CDMA
coverage areas, where each CDMA coverage area of the
CDMA RAN is identified by a PN offset.

The eNodeB may include an antenna structure and a con-
troller. The antenna structure may be configured to commu-
nicate over an air interface with mobile terminals and a con-
troller. The controller may be configured to receive, via the
antenna structure from a mobile terminal, (i) a handover
request that specifies a particular PCI as an indication of a
particular one of the LTE coverage arcas detected by the
mobile terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular PN
offset as an indication of a particular one of the CDMA
coverage areas detected by the mobile terminal. The control-
ler may be further configured to determine which one of the
LTE coverage areas is the particular LTE coverage area that
was indicated by the particular PCI in the handover request,
wherein the determination is based at least in part on the
received specification of the particular PN offset. The con-
troller may be further configured to arrange for handover of
the mobile terminal to the determined LTE coverage area
based on the determining which one of the LTE coverage
areas is the particular LTE coverage area that was indicated by
the particular PCI in the handover request.

These as well as other aspects, advantages, and alternatives
will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art by
reading the following detailed description, with reference
where appropriate to the accompanying drawings. Further, it
should be understood that the description provided in this
overview section and elsewhere in this document is provided
by way of example only.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified block diagram of an example com-
munication system.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of an example com-
munications system in which the present method can be
implemented.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting example functions that can
be carried out in accordance with the method.

FIG. 4 is simplified block diagram of an example base
station operable in accordance with the present method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings, as noted above, FIG. 1 is a
simplified block diagram of an example communication sys-
tem. In FIG. 1, each base station is shown radiating to define
one or more coverage areas each of which may operate on a
particular frequency band for instance. In particular, base
station 110 is shown radiating to define coverage areas 112,
114, and 116, base station 120 is shown radiating to define
coverage areas 122, 124, and 126, and base station 130 is
shown radiating to define coverage areas 132, 134, and 136.
The coverage areas in FIG. 1 are arranged as sectors, as
shown.

The illustrated communication system may operate in
accordance with a particular radio access technology such as
CDMA and LTE, as noted above. By way of example, the
system may be an LTE RAN, in which case each base station
may be an LTE eNodeB, and the supporting network infra-
structure may include elements such as a mobility manage-
ment entity (MME), serving gateway (SGW) and a packet
data network gateway (PGW). As another example, the sys-
tem may be a CDMA RAN, in which case each base station
may be a CDMA base station known as a base transceiver
station (BTS), and the supporting network infrastructure may
include elements such as a base station controller (BSC),
radio network controller (RNC), mobile switching center
(MSC), and packet data serving node (PDSN). Other
examples are possible as well.

FIG. 1 further depicts an example mobile terminal 100
positioned in range of air-interface communication with base
station 110, base station 120, and base station 130. Mobile
terminal 100 may receive wireless service from one of base
station 110, 120, or 130 and may thereby communicate with
various remote network entities or with other mobile termi-
nals via network infrastructure 150 and perhaps via one or
more transport networks 160.

In operation, each coverage area in the example commu-
nication system may radiate to define an air-interface. The
air-interface may include a downlink or forward link for
carrying communications from the serving base station to
served mobile terminals, and an uplink or reverse link for
carrying communications from served mobile terminals to
the serving base station. In one instance, FIG. 1 shows air
interfaces 118, 128, and 138 of coverage areas 112, 124, and
134, respectively. Each of air interface 118, 128, and 138 may
include a downlink and an uplink for communicating with
mobile terminal 100. Depending on the radio access technol-
ogy, these air interface links may take various forms and may
define various channels for carrying particular data, such as
control data and bearer traffic for instance.

By way of example, each coverage area may define a pilot
channel or reference channel on which the base station may
broadcast a pilot signal or reference signal that mobile termi-
nals may detect as an indication of coverage and may measure
to determine coverage strength. Further, each coverage area
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may define a control channel that carries various overhead
messages, such as system information blocks or the like,
specifying characteristics and operational parameters of the
coverage area.

Each coverage area may also have a respective coverage
area identifier, such as a PCI or a PN offset. In FIG. 1, for
instance, coverage areas 112, 114, and 116 provided by base
station 110 have identifiers 1, 0, and 2, respectively. Coverage
areas 122, 124, and 126 provided by base station 120 have
identifiers 3, 6, and 4, respectively. Coverage areas 132, 134,
and 136 have identifiers 5, 1, and 7, respectively. Each cov-
erage area identifier may be indicated to mobile terminals and
other base stations by the pilot or reference signal or specified
in another overhead broadcast message or signal. Typically,
the wireless service provider assigns each coverage area iden-
tifier when the coverage area is installed. The wireless service
provider may re-assign coverage area identifiers on occasion,
such as when additional coverage areas are added to the
network.

Each base station may maintain a neighbor list of nearby
coverage areas. The base station may refer to the neighbor list
when communicating with the neighboring base stations. To
populate its neighbor list, a base station may detect one or
more indications of coverage from nearby base stations. As
noted above, a base station may indicate each of its coverage
areas via a respective pilot or reference signal. Within the
neighbor list, coverage areas may be identified by their
respective coverage area identifier. Further, for each neigh-
boring coverage area in the neighbor list, the neighbor list
may include an address, such as an IP address, for the base
station that is providing the neighboring coverage area. Each
address may be used to reference a particular base station
when communicating with that base station.

When a mobile terminal first powers on or enters into
coverage of the network, the mobile terminal may scan for
pilot or reference signals and determine for each detected
signal a signal level (e.g., receive strength or signal-to-noise
ratio) and corresponding coverage area identifier. The mobile
terminal may thereby determine a coverage area providing
the strongest pilot or reference signal and may engage in a
process to register with the network by transmitting an attach
request (registration request) to the base station that is pro-
viding that signal. In one instance, mobile terminal 100 may
identify coverage area 124 as providing the strongest pilot or
reference signal and may then transmit an attach request to
base station 120 that specifies coverage area 124 via its iden-
tifier.

At the time of attachment or thereafter, a mobile terminal
may also engage in signaling with the base station to enter
into a connected mode. In the connected mode, the base
station has provisioned for use by the mobile terminal a radio
link connection over which the mobile terminal can engage in
bearer communication with the base station and thereby with
various other entities. In that mode, for instance, the mobile
terminal may engage in packet data communications on the
Internet and/or a voice call on the PSTN. This configuration
may be referred to as the mobile terminal receiving wireless
service from the base station.

While in the connected mode, the mobile terminal may
then continue to regularly scan pilot or reference signals,
from both the coverage area serving the mobile terminal and
from various other coverage areas. Alternatively or addition-
ally, the base station may direct the mobile terminal to engage
in such scanning from time to time. As the mobile terminal
carries out this scanning, the mobile terminal may thus again
determine the signal level of various coverage areas, and the
identities of those coverage areas. To illustrate, while con-
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nected to coverage area 134, mobile terminal 100 may deter-
mine the signal level of coverage areas 112 and 124, among
others.

Further, the mobile terminal may from time to time in the
connected mode transmit to its serving base station a mea-
surement report that specifies the signal level of each cover-
age area detected by the mobile terminal. In particular, the
measurement report may specify each detected coverage area
(e.g., by coverage area identifier) and the signal level (e.g.,
reference signal receive strength, or signal-to-noise ratio) of
the coverage area as determined by the mobile terminal. In
practice, a given measurement report may thus include such
information for the mobile terminal’s currently serving cov-
erage area and may also include such information for each of
one or more other coverage areas detected by the mobile
terminal.

When the serving base station receives such a measure-
ment report from the mobile terminal, if the measurement
report specifies signal level of another coverage area, the base
station or other network node may engage in a process to
decide whether to trigger handover of the mobile terminal to
the other coverage area (known as the target). In general, this
process may involve evaluating the reported signal level of
the other coverage area to determine whether it is sufficiently
strong itself and/or whether it is sufficiently stronger than the
reported signal level of the serving coverage area. Further, the
process may involve consideration of other factors as well,
such as load and backhaul capacity for instance.

If'the serving base station decides to trigger handover of the
mobile terminal to a target coverage area of another base
station, the serving base station may then reference its neigh-
bor list of nearby coverage areas. The serving base station
may then find a particular coverage area having a matching
identifier to the target coverage area in the neighbor list. Next,
the serving base station may transmit to that other base sta-
tion, either over a direct inter-base-station interface or
through the one or more other network entities, a handover
request message that requests the other base station to provide
service to the mobile terminal via the target coverage area.
The handover request message may specify the target cover-
age area using the coverage area identifier of the target. The
other base station may then engage in a handover preparation
process to establish a radio link for the mobile terminal, and
the mobile terminal may then ultimately transition to be
served instead by that other base station.

Identifier conflict may interfere with the operations
described above. As noted above, identifier conflict may
occur when neighboring coverage areas are assigned the same
identifier. To illustrate, consider an arrangement in which
mobile terminal 100 is receiving wireless service from cov-
erage area 124 provided by base station 120. Occasionally,
mobile terminal 100 may transmit a measurement report to
serving base station 120. The measurement report may
specify coverage areas detected by mobile terminal 100. For
example, if mobile terminal 100 detects coverage area 112, a
measurement report transmitted by mobile terminal 100 may
include the identifier of coverage areas 112. However, the
identifiers of coverage areas 112 and 134 are conflicting
because each coverage area is identified by identifier 1, as
shown. Moreover, the neighbor list of base station 120 may
include two entries for coverage area identifier “1” because
base station 110 and base station 130 have both indicated
coverage area identifier “1” via a pilot or reference signal.

Therefore, when base station 120 receives the measure-
ment report, confusion may result because the conflicting
identifiers create ambiguity between coverage areas 112 and
134. For example, if base station 120 decides to trigger han-
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dover to one of coverage areas 112 or 114, base station 120
may then refer to its neighbor list and find two entries indi-
cating coverage area identifier “1.” Base station 120 may be
then unable to determine whether to send a handover request
message to base station 110 or to base station 130. Or, base
station 120 may send a handover request message to base
station 130 to reserve resources of coverage area 134 when
mobile terminal 100 intended coverage area 112. In that case,
ahandover of mobile terminal 100 to base station 110 may fail
because base station 110 may not have resources reserved for
mobile terminal 100.

Further, through this process, base station 130 may have
unnecessarily reserved resources that are unused because
mobile terminal 100 will not transfer to base station 130. Such
resources may include, for example, a radio link connection.
Unnecessarily reserving resources is inefficient. For example,
where an identifier conflict has caused a base station to unnec-
essarily reserve radio link connections, an incoming han-
dover request to the base station may fail for lack of a radio
link connection to allocate to the mobile terminal that has
requested handover. Identifier conflict may cause other issues
within the communication system as well.

FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of an example com-
munications system in which the present method can be
implemented. The example communications system may
provide wireless service within a market area. Within the
example communications system, components of both an
LTE RAN and a CDMA RAN are shown. While an LTE RAN
and a CDMA RAN are shown for the purpose of example and
explanation, the present method may be implemented using
any two RANs. For example, the present method may be
implemented in a market area in which a wireless service
provider operates an LTE RAN and a GSM RAN. Moreover,
the present method may be implemented using a RAN that
operates according to one or more other radio access tech-
nologies that have yet to be developed.

In operation, each coverage area in the example commu-
nication system may radiate to define an air-interface. The
air-interface may include a downlink or forward link for
carrying communications from the serving base station to
served mobile terminals, and an uplink or reverse link for
carrying communications from served mobile terminals to
the serving base station. In one instance, FIG. 1 shows air
interfaces 118, 128, and 138 of coverage areas 112, 124, and
134, respectively. Each of air interfaces 118, 128, and 138
may include a downlink and an uplink for communicating
with mobile terminal 100. Depending on the radio access
technology, these air interface links may take various forms
and may define various channels for carrying particular data,
such as control data and bearer traffic for instance.

As showninFIG. 2, the LTE RAN includes at least eNodeB
220, 240, and 260. ENodeB 220 radiates to provide LTE
coverage areas 222, 224, and 226, eNodeB 240 radiates to
provide LTE coverage areas 242, 244, and 246, and eNodeB
260 radiates to provide LTE coverage areas 262,264, and 266.
Further, the LTE RAN may include additional components
not shown such as the network infrastructure shown in FIG. 1.

The CDMA RAN includes at least base transceiver stations
(BTS) 230,250, and 270. BTS 230 radiates to provide CDMA
coverage areas 232, 234, and 236, BTS 250 radiates to pro-
vide CDMA coverage areas 252, 254, and 256, and BTS 270
radiates to provide CDMA coverage areas 272, 274, and 276.
Further, the CDMA RAN may include additional compo-
nents not shown.

Mobile terminal 200 may operate in the market area. To
receive wireless service, mobile terminal 200 may engage in
air-interface communication with one or more of eNodeB
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220,240, and 260 of the LTE RAN. Mobile terminal 200 may
also engage in air-interface communication with one or more
of BTS 230, 250, and 270 of the CDMA RAN. Air-interface
communication with components of the LTE RAN may occur
concurrently with air-interface communication with compo-
nents of the CDMA RAN, or may occur separately.

Components of a communications system may be co-lo-
cated and/or integrated together in various ways. For
example, as a wireless service provider builds out an LTE
RAN in the same market area as a CDMA RAN, LTE eNo-
deBs may be co-located with CDMA BTSs. For instance, in
FIG. 2, eNodeBs of the LTE RAN are shown co-located with
BTSs of the CDMA RAN at cell sites. Particularly, eNodeB
220 and BTS 230 are co-located at cell site 202 and share the
same tower structure, as shown. ENodeB 240 and BTS 250
are co-located at cell site 204 and also share the same tower
structure. ENodeB 260 and BTS 270 are co-located at cell site
204 and are shown having separate tower structures. Further,
pairs of co-located base stations, such as eNodeB 220 and
BTS 230, may share additional infrastructure, such as net-
work infrastructure 150 as shown in FIG. 1.

As noted above, the present method may assist in serving
mobile terminals in the presence of identifier conflict by
disambiguating between two or more coverage areas that
have the same identifier. FIG. 3 is a flow chart depicting
example functions that may be carried out in a system that
includes a first RAN and a second RAN, such as the system
described in FIG. 2. The first RAN may have first base sta-
tions that radiate to provide first coverage areas and each first
coverage area of the first RAN may have an identifier of a first
type. Whereas, the second RAN may have second base sta-
tions that radiate to provide second coverage areas and each
second coverage area of the second RAN may have an iden-
tifier of the second type that is different from the first type. A
particular one of the base stations of the first RAN may carry
out the functions.

As shown in FIG. 3, at block 300, the base station receives
(1) a specification of a particular one of the identifiers of the
first type as an indication of a particular one of the first
coverage areas detected by the mobile terminal and (ii) a
specification of a particular one of the identifiers of the second
type as an indication of a particular one of the second cover-
age areas detected by the mobile terminal. At block 302, the
base station determines which one of the first coverage areas
is the particular first coverage area that was indicated by the
particular identifier of the first type. The determination may
be based at least in part on the received specification of the
particular identifier of the second type. And, at block 304, the
base station serves the mobile terminal based on the determi-
nation of which one of the first coverage areas is the particular
first coverage area that was indicated by the particular iden-
tifier of the first type.

The base station may receive the specification of a particu-
lar one of the identifiers of the first type in various types of
messages, such as in handover request or in a measurement
report. For instance, an eNodeB may receive, wirelessly from
a mobile terminal, a handover request that specifies a particu-
lar PCI as an indication of a particular LTE coverage area
detected by the mobile terminal. In one example, the han-
dover request may be a part of a measurement report contain-
ing indications of reference signals of coverage areas of the
first RAN. In such an example, the particular PCI may be a
particular one of several PCls that each indicate a first cover-
age area detected by the mobile terminal. In other implemen-
tations of the method, the base station may receive the speci-
fication of a particular one of the identifiers of the first type in
another form or from another entity, such as in a message
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from a base station. For instance, the base station may receive
a message that indicates neighboring coverage areas of
another base station where each neighboring coverage area is
identified by a coverage area identifier.

Upon receiving the specification of a particular one of the
identifiers of the first type, the base station may determine that
at least two of the first coverage areas have the particular one
of the identifiers of the first type. This circumstance may
indicate that an identifier conflict exists among the identifiers
of the at least two first coverage areas. Determining that at
least two of the first coverage areas have the particular one of
the identifiers of the first type may involve referring to a
neighbor list of nearby first coverage areas. As noted above,
for instance, when resolving a handover request, the base
station may look-up the particular one of the identifiers of the
first type in the neighbor list. In the process of looking up the
particular one of identifiers of the first type, the base station
may find that two or more entries in the neighbor list reference
the particular one of the identifiers of the first type and thereby
determine that at least two of the first coverage areas have the
particular one of the identifiers of the first type.

In response to determining that at least two of the first
coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers of the
first type, the base station may request and receive from the
mobile terminal the specification of the particular identifier of
the second type. For instance, the base station may request the
mobile terminal to send a report of air-interface quality of the
second RAN. The report of air-interface quality of the second
RAN may be a measurement report of pilot signal strengths of
coverage areas of the second RAN where each coverage area
in the measurement report is indicated by a coverage area
identifier. In such an example, the particular identifier of the
second type may be a particular one of the coverage area
identifiers that indicate coverage areas of the second RAN.
The mobile terminal may send this report to the base station.

As noted above, at block 302, the base station may use the
received specification of the particular identifier of the second
type to determine which one of the first coverage areas is the
particular first coverage area that was indicated by the par-
ticular identifier of the first type. The base station may use the
received specification of the particular identifier of the second
type to make this determination, on grounds that the particu-
lar identifier of the second type is likely to be for a second
coverage area that is co-located with or otherwise geographi-
cally correlated with the intended first coverage area.

The theory here is that certain second coverage areas (of
the second RAN) are likely to be co-located with or otherwise
geographically correlated with certain first coverage areas (of
the first RAN), particularly if the first RAN is built out as an
overlay using base stations or cell sites already in place for the
second RAN, and even further if the two RANS use the same
frequencies (having similar radio frequency propagation). In
such a scenario, the strongest first coverage area that the
mobile terminal detects and reports to the base station as
having the particular identifier of the first type may be co-
located with or otherwise geographically correlated with the
strongest second coverage area that the mobile terminal
detects and reports to the base station as having the particular
identifier of the second type. Thus, provided with the mobile
terminal’s report of the strongest such detected second cov-
erage area, the base station may map the reported identifier of
that second coverage area to the intended first coverage area.

To facilitate applying this mapping, the base station may be
provisioned with correlation data that specifies for each of
various identifiers of the second type (of the second RAN) a
respective first coverage area (of the first RAN). Thus, given
the mobile terminal’s report of a detected particular identifier
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of the second type (optimally the strongest one detected by
the mobile terminal at its currently location), the base station
may refer to the correlation data to determine which first
coverage area corresponds, and may conclude that the par-
ticular identifier of the first type as reported by the mobile
terminal represents that determined first coverage area.

Within the correlation data, each mapping may be based on
geographic correlation of a base station that provides a first
coverage area with a base station that provides a respective
second coverage area as noted above. Such geographic cor-
relation may be co-location of the base stations of each RAN
at a cell site. For instance, coverage area 226 may be mapped
to identifier “108” of coverage area 236 based on co-location,
at cell site 202, of eNodeB 220 (providing coverage area 226)
and BTS 230 (providing coverage area 236). Or, as another
example, coverage areca 264 may be mapped to identifier
“104” of coverage area 274 based on co-location, at cell site
206, of eNodeB 260 (providing coverage area 264) and BTS
270 (providing coverage area 274). The mappings may also
be based, in part, on the relative arrangement of first coverage
areas and second coverage areas. For instance, if a particular
first coverage area is orientated to radiate in a particular
direction and a particular second coverage area is orientated
to radiate in the same particular direction, the particular first
coverage area may be mapped to the identifier of the particu-
lar second coverage area.

Further, the correlation data in the data storage may map
each first coverage area to a respective identifier of a coverage
area of the second RAN by mapping a distinguishing identi-
fier of each first coverage area to a respective identifier of a
coverage area of the second RAN. The distinguishing identi-
fier may identify each first coverage area uniquely across the
first RAN. Or, the distinguishing identifier may identify each
first coverage area uniquely across a portion of the first RAN
where the portion includes the at least two first coverage areas
having the particular one of the identifiers of the first type. For
instance, the distinguishing identifier may be a network iden-
tifier such as an IP address or a MAC address. Alternatively,
the distinguishing identifier may be an identifier related to a
particular radio access technology used by the first RAN.

The base station may maintain the correlation data in a data
storage. Further, from time to time, such as when an identifier
of'a coverage area in the second RAN is re-assigned, the base
station may receive new or additional correlation data to
update the correlation data maintained in the data storage
with one or more new mappings. In one instance, the corre-
lation data may include a mapping for a subset of first cover-
age areas of the first RAN, such as the first coverage areas
within the neighbor list. Alternatively, the correlation data
may include a mapping for all of the first coverage areas of the
first RAN.

As noted above, at block 304, the base station serves the
mobile terminal. Serving the mobile terminal may involve the
base station arranging for handover of mobile terminal to the
determined coverage area. Such an implementation may be
useful when the base station receives the specification of a
particular one of the identifiers of the first type in a handover
request from a mobile terminal and, accordingly, the base
station attempts to resolve the received handover request.

As noted above, in one example, the correlation data may
map a distinguishing identifier of each first coverage area to a
respective identifier of a coverage area of the second RAN. In
such an example, by determining which one of the first cov-
erage areas is the particular first coverage area that was indi-
cated by the particular identifier of the first type, the base
station may determine which distinguishing identifier corre-
sponds to the determined coverage area. Later, the base sta-
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tion may send a handover request message to the base station
that provides the determined coverage area based on the
determined distinguishing identifier. For instance, where the
distinguishing identifiers in the correlation data are IP
addresses, the base station may determine the IP address of
the determined coverage area and may then serve the mobile
terminal by sending a handover request message to the IP
address of the base station providing the determined coverage
area.

Alternatively, serving the mobile terminal may involve
updating a list of identifiers of the first type to disambiguate
between the at least two of the first coverage areas that have
the particular one of the identifiers of the first type. Such a list
may be, for example, a neighbor list of first coverage areas or
the list may be any of a number of lists that indicate first
coverage areas which are typically maintained by various
entities throughout the first RAN.

As a specific example of the handover process, consider a
scenario where the mobile terminal 200 in FIG. 2 is being
served by eNodeB 260 and sends a handover request that
specifies PCI “1” as an indication of target coverage area 222.
In that scenario, PCI conflict may arise, since both coverage
area 222 and coverage area 246 have PCI “1”. Thus, when
eNodeB 260 receives this handover request from the UE, the
eNodeB may determine that coverage areas 222 and 246 both
have the reported PCI, and the eNodeB may responsively
work to resolve the ambiguity.

To facilitate resolving the ambiguity, eNodeB 260 may
request mobile terminal 200 to provide a report of air inter-
face quality ofthe CDMA RAN;, and the eNodeB may receive
in response from the mobile terminal the requested report.
Because coverage area 232 of the CDMA RAN, having PN
offset “106” is co-located with coverage area 222 of the LTE
RAN, and because the mobile terminal detected a strongest
LTE signal from coverage area 222, the mobile terminal is
likely to detect a strongest CDMA signal from coverage area
232. Consequently, the air interface quality report that the
mobile terminal provides for the CDMA RAN is likely to
specify PN offset “106”.

Given this report of PN offset “106” from the mobile ter-
minal, the eNodeB may then determine based on the report of
PN offset “106” which LTE coverage area the mobile termi-
nal detected as having PCI “1”. To do this as discussed above,
the eNodeB may refer to correlation data that maps each PN
offset in the area to just one LTE coverage area in the area,
such as to an IP address of the LTE coverage area that is
co-located with the PN offset. Thus, the eNodeB may deter-
mine from such correlation data that the LTE coverage area
indicated by the PCI “1” reported by the mobile terminal is
coverage area 222.

Further, in some implementations, when the base station
determines that at least two of the first coverage areas have the
particular one of the identifiers of the first type, the base
station may send a notification indicating this condition. In
one instance, the base station sends the notification may via a
network to another entity that facilitates assigning a new
identifier to one or more of the two first coverage areas that
have the particular one of the identifiers of the first type. At
some point thereafter, the first RAN may assign a new iden-
tifier to one or more of the two first coverage areas which may
thereby resolve the identifier conflict.

While, as described above, the base station generally
receives (1) the specification of a particular one of the identi-
fiers of the first type and (ii) the specification of a particular
one of the identifiers of the second type separately, as dis-
cussed above, some example implementations of the method
may involve receiving the two specifications together, such as
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in a single message or transmission. For instance, a mobile
terminal may send such a combination at the request of the
base station. From time to time, for example, the base station
may determine that two first coverage areas have the same
identifier and, accordingly, the identifier conflicts. In
response, the base station may request the combination as one
aspect of resolving the identifier conflict.

FIG. 4 is next a simplified block diagram of a base station,
showing some of the components that may be included in the
base station to facilitate implementation of the present
method. By way of example, this figure could represent com-
ponents of base station 120, 140, and/or 160 in FIG. 1. This
figure could additionally represent one or more of eNodeB
220,240, and/or 260 and/or BTS 230, 250, and/or 270 in F1G.
2 to carry out features such as those described above.

As shown in FIG. 4, the base station may include a pro-
cessing unit 400, data storage 40, a network communication
interface 408, and a wireless communication interface 410,
all of which may be coupled together by a system bus, net-
work or other connection mechanism 416. Although these
components are shown as discrete blocks in the figure, they
may be integrated together or distributed to various extents.

As shown, wireless communication interface 410 may
comprise an antenna structure 412, which may be tower
mounted, and associated components 414, for engaging in air
interface communication with mobile terminals. Network
communication interface 408 may then comprise an Ethernet
or other module providing for connectivity through which to
communicate with other base stations and/or with other com-
ponents of the communication system. Processing unit 400
may then comprise one or more general purpose processors
(e.g., microprocessors) and/or special-purpose processors
(e.g., digital signal processors and/or application specific
integrated circuits). And data storage 402 may comprise one
or more volatile and/or non-volatile storage components.

As shown, data storage 402 may hold program instructions
404. The program instructions 404 may then be executable by
the processing unit 400 to carry out various base station
functions described herein. As such, the processing unit with
these instructions may define a controller element of the base
station, configured to carry out the described functions. For
instance, where the controller is a component of an eNodeB,
the controller may be configured to receive, via the antenna
structure from a mobile terminal, (i) a handover request that
specifies a particular PCI as an indication of a particular one
of the LTE coverage areas detected by the mobile terminal
and (ii) a specification of a particular PN offset as an indica-
tion of a particular one of the CDMA coverage areas detected
by the mobile terminal, to determine which one of the LTE
coverage areas is the particular LTE coverage area that was
indicated by the particular PCI in the handover request, where
the determination is based at least in part on the received
specification of the particular PN offset, and to arrange for
handover of the mobile terminal to the determined LTE cov-
erage area based on the determining which one of the LTE
coverage areas is the particular LTE coverage area that was
indicated by the particular PCI in the handover request. Alter-
natively, some or all aspects of this controller element of the
base station could be provided in a form other than a pro-
grammed processing unit.

Data storage 402 may optionally include correlation data
406, as shown. Correlation data 406 may include a mapping
of each first coverage area to a respective identifier of a
coverage area of the second RAN. The mappings in correla-
tion data 406 may be updated periodically or upon the occur-
rence of an event, such as when an identifier of a coverage
area in the second RAN is re-assigned or when a new cover-
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age area is added to the first RAN. Typically, correlation data
406 includes a mapping for a subset of first coverage areas
where the subset includes neighboring first coverage areas.
However, correlation data 406 may include a mapping for all
of the first coverage areas of the first RAN.

Exemplary embodiments have been described above. It
should be understood, however, that variations from these
embodiments are possible, while remaining within the true
spirit and scope of the invention.

We claim:

1. In a system comprising a first radio access network
(RAN) that is a Long Term Evolution (LTE) network and a
second RAN that is a Code Division Multiple Access
(CDMA) network, wherein the first RAN has first base sta-
tions that radiate to provide first coverage areas, wherein each
first coverage area of the first RAN has an identifier of a first
type that is a Physical Channel 1D, wherein the second RAN
has second base stations that radiate to provide second cov-
erage areas, wherein each second coverage area of the second
RAN has an identifier of the second type that is different from
the first type and that is a pseudo-noise (PN) Offset, a method
comprising:

receiving into a particular one of the first base stations of

the first RAN, wirelessly from a mobile terminal, (i) a
handover request that specifies a particular one of the
identifiers of the first type as an indication of a particular
one of the first coverage areas detected by the mobile
terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular one of the
identifiers of the second type as an indication of a par-
ticular one of the second coverage areas detected by the
mobile terminal;

based at least in part on the received specification of the

particular identifier of the second type, determining by
the particular first base station which one of the first
coverage areas is the particular first coverage area that
was indicated by the particular identifier of the first type
in the handover request; and

based on the determining, arranging for handover of the

mobile terminal to the determined coverage area.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

in response to receiving the handover request, determining

that at least two of the first coverage areas have the
particular one of the identifiers of the first type.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the determining by the
particular first base station which one of the first coverage
areas is the particular first coverage area that was indicated by
the particular identifier of the first type in the handover
request is responsive to the determining that at least two of the
first coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers of
the first type.
4. The method of claim 2, further comprising:
in response to the determining that at least two of the first
coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers
of'the first type, requesting the mobile terminal to send a
report of air-interface quality of the second RAN; and

receiving the requested report of air-interface quality of the
second RAN, wherein the requested report includes the
specification of the particular one of the identifiers of the
second type.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the determining which
one of the first coverage areas is the particular first coverage
area that was indicated by the particular identifier of the first
type in the handover request is based at least in part on the
received report of air-interface quality of the second RAN.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

in response to the determining that at least two of the first

coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers
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of'the first type, sending a notification indicating that at
least two of the first coverage areas have the particular
one of identifiers of the first type.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

for a subset of first coverage areas of the first RAN, receiv-

ing correlation data that maps each first coverage area in
the subset to a respective identifier of a coverage area of
the second RAN, wherein the determination by the par-
ticular first base station which one of the first coverage
areas is the particular first coverage area that was indi-
cated by the particular identifier of the first type in the
handover request is based at least in part on the received
correlation data.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the handover request
that specifies a particular one of the identifiers of the first type
as an indication of a particular one of the first coverage areas
detected by the mobile terminal includes the specification of
the particular one of the identifiers of the second type as the
indication of the particular one of the second coverage areas
detected by the mobile terminal.

9. In a system comprising a first radio access network
(RAN) that is a Long Term Evolution (LTE) network and a
second RAN that is a Code Division Multiple Access
(CDMA) network, wherein the first RAN has first base sta-
tions that radiate to provide first coverage areas, wherein each
first coverage area of the first RAN has an identifier of a first
type that is a Physical Channel ID, wherein the second RAN
has second base stations that radiate to provide second cov-
erage areas, wherein each second coverage area of the second
RAN has an identifier of the second type that is different from
the first type and that is a pseudo-noise (PN) Offset, a method
comprising:

receiving into a particular one of the first base stations of

the first RAN (i) a specification of a particular one of the
identifiers of the first type as an indication of a particular
one of the first coverage areas detected by a mobile
terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular one of the
identifiers of the second type as an indication of a par-
ticular one of the second coverage areas detected by the
mobile terminal;

determining that at least two of the first coverage areas have

the particular one of the identifiers of the first type;

in response to determining that at least two of the first

coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers
of'the first type, determining which one of the first cov-
erage areas is the particular first coverage area that was
indicated by the particular identifier of the first type,
wherein determining which one of the first coverage
areas is the particular first coverage area is based at least
in part on the received specification of the particular
identifier of the second type; and

serving the mobile terminal based on the determining

which one of the first coverage areas is the particular first
coverage area that was indicated by the particular iden-
tifier of the first type.
10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:
in response to the determining that at least two of the first
coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers
of'the first type, requesting the mobile terminal to send a
report of air-interface quality of the second RAN; and

receiving the requested report of air-interface quality of the
second RAN, wherein the requested report includes the
specification of the particular one of the identifiers of the
second type.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the determining
which one of the first coverage areas is the particular first
coverage area that was indicated by the particular identifier of
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the first type in the handover request is based at least in part on
the received report of air-interface quality of the second RAN.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

in response to the determining that at least two of the first

coverage areas have the particular one of the identifiers
of the first type, sending a notification indicating that at
least two of the first coverage areas have the particular
one of identifiers of the first type.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the first RAN com-
prises a data storage that has correlation data stored therein,
wherein the correlation data, for a subset of first coverage
areas of the first RAN, maps each first coverage area in the
subset to a respective identifier of a coverage area of the
second RAN, and wherein the determination by the particular
first base station which one of the first coverage areas is the
particular first coverage area that was indicated by the par-
ticular identifier of the first type in the handover request is
based at least in part on the correlation data.

14. In a system comprising a Long-Term Evolution (LTE)
radio access network (RAN) and a Code Division Multiple
Access (CDMA RAN), wherein the LTE RAN has evolved
Node Bs (eNodeB) that radiate to provide LTE coverage
areas, wherein each LTE coverage area of the LTE RAN is
identified by a Physical Channel 1D (PCI), wherein the
CDMA RAN has base stations that radiate to provide CDMA
coverage areas, wherein each CDMA coverage area of the
CDMA RAN is identified by a pseudo-noise (PN) offset, an
eNodeB of the LTE RAN comprising:

an antenna structure configured to communicate over an air

interface with Wireless Communication Devices (mo-
bile terminals); and
a controller,
wherein the controller is configured to receive, via the
antenna structure from a mobile terminal, (i) a handover
request that specifies a particular PCI as an indication of
a particular one of the LTE coverage areas detected by
the mobile terminal and (ii) a specification of a particular
PN offset as an indication of a particular one of the
CDMA coverage areas detected by the mobile terminal,

wherein the controller is configured to determine which
one of the LTE coverage areas is the particular LTE
coverage area that was indicated by the particular PCI in
the handover request, wherein the determination is
based at least in part on the received specification of the
particular PN offset, and

wherein the controller is configured to arrange for han-

dover of the mobile terminal to the determined LTE
coverage area based on the determining which one ofthe
LTE coverage areas is the particular LTE coverage area
that was indicated by the particular PCI in the handover
request.

15. The eNodeB of claim 14, wherein the controller is
configured to, in response to receiving the handover request,
determine that at least two of the LTE coverage areas have the
particular PCI.

16. The eNodeB of claim 15, wherein the controller is
configured to, in response to the determination that at least
two of the LTE coverage areas have the particular PCI,
request the mobile terminal to send a report of air-interface
quality of the CDMA RAN, and wherein the determination of
which one of the LTE coverage areas is the particular LTE
coverage area that was indicated by the particular PCI in the
handover request is based at least in part on the requested
report of air-interface quality.

17. The eNodeB of claim 15, wherein the controller is
configured to, in response to the determination that at least
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two of the LTE coverage areas have the particular PCI, send a
notification indicating that at least two of the L'TE coverage
areas have the particular PCIL.

18. The eNodeB of claim 14, wherein the controller com-
prises a data storage, wherein correlation data is stored in the
data storage, wherein the correlation data, for a subset of LTE
coverage areas of the LTE RAN, maps each LTE coverage
area in the subset to a respective PN Offset of a CDMA
coverage area, and wherein the determination by the eNodeB
which one of the LTE coverage areas is the particular LTE
coverage area that was indicated by the particular PCI in the
handover request is based at least in part on the correlation
data.
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